
Meeting Arrangements 
for January 2009 to March 2009 

 

Date Grace  Host Focus Speaker Thanks Register 

Wed 
7th Jan 

- Tony 
Sharp 

Expedition 
Indonesia 

Rachel 
Devereux 

Mary 
Whitehead 

Michael K 
Jan H 

Wed 
14th Jan 

Tony 
Sharp - Pantomime 

Evening - - Michael K 
Keith H 

Wed 
21st Jan 

Linda 
Sharp 

Mike 
Kingdon MAGPAS Christian 

Morris 
Bob 

Bethell 
Keith H 
Jan H 

Wed 
28th Jan 

Marilyn 
Southgate - Business 

Meeting - - Keith H 
Jan H 

Wed 
4th Feb 

Vaughan 
Southgate 

Anthony 
Laing 

Dementia 
Care 

David 
Parry 

Cheryll 
Bethell 

Jan H 
Birgit H 

Wed 
11th Feb 

Vernon  
Spinner 

Paul 
Latter 

Coins and 
Jewellery 

Dave 
Allen 

Jim 
Carrier 

Jan H 
Birgit H 

Wed 
18th Feb 

Alan  
Thomas 

Colin 
McCartney 

ROSPA 
Advanced Driving 

Bill 
Brady 

John  
Chilton 

Birgit H 
Peter D 

Wed 
25th Feb 

Liz  
Thomas - Business 

Meeting - - Birgit H 
Peter D 

Wed 
4th  Mar 

Mary  
Whitehead 

Peter 
Noble 

History of ‘The Old  
Coach House’ 

Peter 
Ibbet 

Nick  
Cottingham 

Peter D 
Alan D 

Wed 
11th  Mar 

David 
Whitehead 

Richard 
Oswald Waterways for All 

Bedford 
 & MK 

Waterways 

Alan 
Dover 

Peter D 
Alan D 

Wed 
18th Mar 

Cheryl 
Bethell 

Trevor 
Parkes Maxwells Ian Hendry Peter 

Dover 
Alan D  
Nick C 

Wed 
25th  Mar 

Bob  
Bethell 

- Business 
Meeting 

-        - Alan D  
Nick C 

 

Dates for your Diary 
 

Date Event 
January 17th Young Enterprise, Interact & Ivel Rotary Market Stall 

January 20th - 22nd & 27th - 29th District Youth Speaks Semi-finals 
January 23rd Burns Night at John O’Gaunt Golf Club 
January 26th  District Council 

Febraury14th - 19th Swimathon 
February 21st Wine Tasting at Cople 

April 3rd Charity Golf Tournament at Beadlow Manor 
April 23rd  St. George’s Day Dinner 
April 23rd  District Council 
April 25th  Stroke Awareness 

 

For non-attendance at Wednesday meetings please con tact Jan Hichisson 
by phone on  01462  700482  or email  apologies @ ivelrotary.org.uk   

by lunchtime on Tuesday. 
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Message from President Liz 
 

Christmas has come and gone and the decorations are now hidden away until 2009 
festivities. Our Christmas celebrations at the Old Coach House were super and 
thank you to all those who contributed to its success. After dinner we said our 
farewells to Claire who begins her new job in Birmingham on January 5th. Thank 
you also to those members who gave so generously of their time to decorate the 
Ivel Christmas Tree for the All Saints Church Southill Christmas Tree festival. The 
tree looked beautiful and the festival was the best ever. The evening at 
Biggleswade hospital putting up the Christmas decorations was great fun and as 
one member said to me ”That is what Rotary is about - working together and having 
fun doing it” – how I do agree. The meal afterwards at the Viceroy was delicious 
and enjoyed by all. 
 

During early December Colin and I treated ourselves to a weekend in Eastbourne 
as part of the planning for the District 1070 conference golf tournament in October 
2009. We got soaked to the skin in the wind and rain and hope the golfers will enjoy 
better weather when playing the beautiful course on 2nd October. It is now time to 
think about booking accommodation for the 2009 District Conference if you are 
hoping to attend it. We have 2 members signed up for the RIBI Conference in 
Blackpool in April and 6 members for the R.I. Convention in Birmingham in June.  
Attending these events is a good way to share ideas and find out what is happening 
in the wider world of Rotary.  
 

We started 2009 in cheerful togetherness with a party, a walk and then a working 
party at Biggleswade hospital taking down the decorations. We have many and 
varied activities planned for the New Year- the Young Enterprise market stall on 
17th January, Burns Night on 23rd, our post Christmas sponsored slim (led by 
Vernon), the Biggleswade Club’s Swimathon on the 14th & 15th of February for 
which we already have one team entered with a couple of reserves (the swimmers 
would be grateful for your sponsorship). We then have our wine tasting evening in 
February, Golf Tournament, St George’s Day event and Stroke Awareness in April 
and many interesting speakers and activities at our regular meetings.    
 

  … continued …  



President’s Report continued ...  

There is, of course, a great deal happening away from our home base – the next 
round of Youth speaks, Young Enterprise and Interact, President Elect’s Training, 
District Conference planning, and so much more.  
 

May I wish you all a very healthy, enjoyable and fruitful New Rotary year. 
 

We miss those members who are unable to be with us for whatever reason and our 
thoughts are very much with Julie and Ron and their family at this time.  
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Claire’s Leaving 
Presentation at ����

our Christmas Dinner 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Ivel’s entry for the Southill Tree Festival : 
 

Interact-Action !  
 
 
 
 
 
 

… party for the 
Sunnyside classes at Stratton Upper School  

 

 

Secretary’s Report 
At the SGM held on 3rd December the following Officers were elected for the year 
2009/2010: 
  Senior Vice President (President Elect)  Nick Cottingham  
 Junior Vice President  Colin McCartney  
 Treasurer  Brian Pexton  
  Secretary  David Whitehead  
 Assistant Treasurer Vernon Spinner  
 Assistant Secretary Jan Hichisson  
 

Following Claire’s leaving I have agreed to take over as Secretary from January. 
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Xmas Decorations at Biggleswade Hospital 
 

… they go up  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 … they come down 
 

New Year’s Day Walk  
 

… 35 gathered in Willington  

 
 

and paused at the Lock …  
 

 

… finishing with lunch at Cople – many thanks to Ma ry & David  
 

 

Biggleswade Youth Speaks  

Three teams will be competing at the District Semi Finals - Teams from 
Holmemead and Stratton in the Intermediate competition and from Stratton in 
the Seniors.   

 

 

Birmingham Convention 2009 
 

Six to go ! 
So far Liz & Colin, Mike, Mary & David and Linda ha ve 
registered for the 100th Convention, so there shoul d be 
some scope for car-sharing. 
Final registration is open until 31 st March 2009.  
The registration fee is now $330.  

 
 

The latest Team Reports are available as usual on t he members’ web pages.  
 

This month’s BRIDGE editors were Linda and Mary.  


